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European Union Chairman

Dr. Frank-Walter Steinmeier
Mr. Chairman of the European Union,

You are well aware that in the grave media situation that has arisen in Azerbaijan there is great danger for journalists.  We would like to inform you about some of the recent repressive acts that have occurred against the press.  At present seven (7) journalists are imprisoned, including four (4) that were imprisoned on the basis of articles 147 and 148 of the Republic of Azerbaijan’s Criminal Code (libel and defamation). In addition, at least four (4) well-known journalists are serving probation under articles 147 and 148. 

The problems surrounding the safety of journalists have been stuck to this day in a very serious state. Since the March 2, 2005 deliberate brutal shooting of famous Monitor Journal Chief Editor Elmar Huseynov, whose murderers have not been found and whose murder case remains unsolved, many other journalists have been subjected to physical pressure, including Fikret Huseynli (kidnapped and beaten) and Nijat Daglar (beaten by unknown people) from Azadlig newspaper, Rustam Mikayilov and Farid Teymurkhanli (beaten by police) from Zerkalo newspaper, Iddrak Abbasov (beaten by police) from Ayna newspaper, Bahaddin Haziyev (kidnapped, brutally beaten and left an invalid for life) from Bizim Yol, Ramiz Najafli (beaten by police) from Boz Gurd newspaper, and Sarvan Rizvanov (beaten by police) from Turan News Agency. Finally, as a result of a disagreement with police which turned into a fist-fight, Yeni Musavat newspaper photo-correspondent Ali Kazimli was bedridden in the hospital and at home for six months and ultimately died. 

In April of this year Realny Azerbaycan military writer Uzeir Jafarov was attacked in front of his own editorial office. He sustained serious head and brain trauma. It is worth noting that even though Jafarov identified one of his attackers as Baku police department employee Nabi Rajabov, an investigation has not been instigated into Rajabov and the Internal Affairs Minister even states that he does not believe Jafarov.  It is also worth noting that not a single attacker of journalists has been found or punished. Even police who have shown aggression towards journalists . . . are not punished.  
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In May of this year alone, three leading independent newspapers were forced to close: Realny Azerbaycan, Gundalik Azerbaycan, and Baki Khabar. In general from January 2006- May 2007 tens of court cases against the mass media have been conducted. And fines against newspapers have reached a total of over $500,000 USD. The above mentioned incidents testify to the end of the independent press and destruction of the essence of freedom speech. 

The international community has declared Ilham Aliyev an enemy of the press. And officials from the OSCE have announced that Azerbaijan is the most dangerous place to be a journalist within the OSCE.

Considering the seriousness of the current situation, we, the undersigned, appeal to uses the   authority of the EU for the protection of the freedom of speech in Azerbaijan. We

ask you to:

1. Demand that the political leadership at the highest level of Azerbaijan’s government release, without exception, all imprisoned journalists, who are prisoners of conscience and political prisoners.

2. Call for the unconditional removal of articles 147 and 148 (defamation and libel) from the Republic of Azerbaijan’s Criminal Code [. . . ]

3. Taking into consideration the unceasing and continuous limitation of freedom of expression and freedom of the press, apply concrete sanctions against high-ranking officials actively involved in the closure of mass media sources and the persecution of journalists (such as limiting travel visas to the European Union). We emphasize the name of Interior Minister Ramil Usubov. This official has filed 11 lawsuits against journalists, resulting in the imprisonment of one journalist and probation for four others. Other government officials who should be listed are: Zakir Garalov; Minister of Emergency Situation Kamaleedin Heydarov, who was behind the eviction of Realny Azebraycan and Gundalik Azerbaycan newspapers; Minister of Justice Fikret Mammedov, who prevents imprisoned journalists from receiving medical care, reading newspapers, or writing unhindered; and National Security Minister Eldar Mahmudov, who has opened a criminal case on Terrorism (Criminal Code Article 214) on the basis of an article in Realny Azerbaycan reporting on the interrogation of its imprisoned editor, Eynulla Fatullayev, and his being kept in isolation at the National Security Ministry’s detention center. In addition, the Chairman for the Committee for Work with Azerbaijanis Living Abroad, Nazim Ilbrahimov, and Parliamentarian Jalel Aliyev have initiated lawsuits against journalists resulting in their imprisonment and probation.  Among these government officials are also judges who have, in violation of Article 6 of the European Convention on Fundamental Freedoms and Human Rights, acted to imprison journalists. They are Narimanov District Court Judge Muslum Aliyev, Sabael District Court Judges Yusif Kerimov and Alim Namazov, Ysamal District Court Judges Melahet Abdulamanfova and Isa Ismayilov, Grave Crimes Court Judge Azer Orujov, Azerbaijan Republic Appellate Court Judges Mirlasha Huseynov, Latif Nabiyev and Hamid Hamidov, and Azerbaijan Republic Supreme Court Judge Naiman Huseynov.
This appeal was signed by more than 140 leaders of NGOs, Mass- media, political parties,  deputats of parlaments, etc. Below are the names of 103 leaders.

1. Leyla Yunus                       Institute of Peace and Democracy-NGO
2. Mehman Aliyev 

Turan Information Agency

3. Emin Huseynov

Institute for Reporter Freedom and Safety-NGO

4. Arzu Sammedbeyli

Parlament Deputy Musavat Party

5. Isa Gamber 


Musavat Party Leader

6. Hikmet Hajizadeh

FAR Center-NGO
7. Penah Huseyn


Parlament Deputy
8. Rauf Arifoglu 

“Yeni Musavat” Newspaper

9. Ali Kerimli


PPFA Leader
10. Ali Aliyev


Vetendash and Inkishaf Party Leader

11. Lala Shovket


ALParty Leader

12. Ilgar Ibrahimoglu

Devamm-NGO
13. Hugug Salmanov                   Institute of Peace and Democracy –NGO

14. Rauf Mirkadirov                    “Zerkalo” Newspaper

15. Farid Teymyrhanli                 “Zerkalo”Newspaper

16. Ahmed Oruj


Azadlig Party

17. Mirvari Gahramanova
CPHROW-NGO
18. Genimet Zahid

“Azadlig” Newspaper

19. Shahla Ismayilova

WARD-NGO
20. Shahin Rzayev

IWPR-NGO
21. Uzeyir Jafarov

“Gundalik Azerbaycan” Newspaper

22. Salim Azizgolu

“Gundalik Azerbaycan” Newspaper
23. Iskender Gamidov                    National-Democratic Party Leader

24. Tahir Abbasli


 Azerbaijan Islam Party

25. Hafiz Safikhanov 

 ACBLM-NGO
26. Akif Nagi


Garabagh Freedom Organization-NGO

27. Mehemmed Ersoy   

“Bizim Gundem” Newspaper

28. Chingiz Sultansoy

“Realny Azerbaycan” Newspaper
29. Jeyhun Nagi


“Yeni Musavat”Newspaper

30. Eldeniz Ahmedov

 Legal expert

31. Elchin Hasanov   

“Yukselish Namina”-NGO

32. Nemet Huseynli

“Gundalik Azerbaycan” Newspaper

33. Rovshan Ziya


Vetendash Solidarity Party

34. Mushvig Alesgerli

JuHI

35. Aynur Elgunesh

“Gundalik Azerbaycan” Newspaper
36. Shakir Agaev


“Novoe Vrema” Newspaper

37. Sardar Alibeyli

“Nota Bene”Newspaper
38. Khalid Kazimli

“Gundalik Azerbaycan” Newspaper
39. Tofig
Turkel 


Turan Information Agency

40. Seymur Bayjan

“Gundalik Azerbaycan” Newspaper

41. Elkhan Abbasov

ALParty Deputy Chairman

42. Seymur Hajiyev

PPFA Youth Organization

43. Abulfez Gurbanli

PPFA

44. Orkhan Gafarli

VIP-NGO

45. Ulvi Hasanli


Dalga Youth Movement

46. Hasan Kerimov

Party PFA

47. Tofik Kerimov

ALParty
48. Solmaz Azizova

ALParty
49. Jennetgul Sabanova

ALParty
50. Mustafa Bedebov

ALParty
51. Vivadi Mammedov

“Azadlig” Newspaper

52. Shorket Huseynova 

“Sara Khatun” Society

53. Arif Hajili


Musavat Party

54. Azer H. Hesret 

CASCFEN-NGO

55. Vefa Jafarova


“Khazri” Newspaper

56. Elchin Rustemli

“Bizim Yol” Newspaper

57. Baheddin Haziyev

“Bizim Yol” Newspaper

58. Fizza Heydarli

“Bizim Yol” Newspaper

59. Arzu Abdulla


“Bizim Yol” Newspaper

60. Natig Gulehmedoglu

“Bizim Yol “ Newspaper

61. Seymur Haziyev

“Bizim Yol” Newspaper

62. Mushvig Tofigoglu

“Bizim Yol” Newspaper

63. Vasif Sadigli


“Bizim Yol” Newspaper

64. Sarvan Rizvanov

Turan Information Agency

65. Kerimov Elhan

Turan Information Agency

66. Alovset Aliyev

Migrants Legal Assistance Center-NGO

67. Huseynbala Salimov

“Ganun” Journal
68. Shahbaz Khudoglu

“Ganun” Journal
69. Shahveled Chobanoglu
“Gundalik Azerbaycan” Newspaper
70. Famil Jeferli


“Gundalik Azerbaycan”
71. Gamber Gamberov

Institute for Reporter Freedom and Safety-NGO

72. M. Mammadov

“Zerkalo-Ayna”-Newspaper
73. Alekber Mammedov

Armed Forces Democratic Citizens Center in Az.-NGO

74. Mustafa Hajibeyli

“Yeni Musavat “Newspaper

75. Avez Aliyev


“Umid” -NGO

76. Sevinj Telmangizi

“Yeni Musavat” Newspaper

77. Avez Temurkhan

ALParty

78. Orhan Gafarli


Azerbaijan Youth Platform-NGO

79. Tural Abbasli


Musavat Party Youth Organization

80. Ahad Mammedli

“Chagri”-NGO
81. Natig Javadli


“Gundalik Azerbaycan” Newspaper
82. Zahid Seferoglu

“Yeni Musavat “Newspaper

83. Orujov Mehebbet

“Yeni Musavat” Newspaper
84. Elshan Mammedaliyev
“Yeni Musavat” Newspaper
85. Avez Zeynalli 

“Khural” Newspaper

86. Taleh Aliyev


AYSM

87. I Mamidov


OMDP

88. Khudo Khudiyev

Unity Party

89. Mehman Ismayilov

International Garabagh-NGO
90. Nasimi Garabaghly

World Azerbaijani Patriotism Union

91. Khazar Teyyublu

Classic Popular Front Party

92. Rasit Pirisoyu


Writers Union

93. Novella Jafaroglu

Dilara Aliyeva Women’s Right Center-NGO

94. Intigam Aliyev

Legal Enlightenment Society -NGO

95. Matanat Azizova                    Women Crisis Centre

96. Azad Isazade                          Women Crisis Centre

97. Anaghi Hajibeyli

Legal Expert Association-NGO

98. Rahaman Badalov                  professor ,”Tyty” Children Culture Centre-NGO

99. Arif Yunusov                         Institute of Peace and Democracy

100. Toqrul Cuvarli
           “Turan” Information Agency

101. Etimad Bugadov
            Institute for Reporter Freedom and Safety-NGO

102. Azer Rashidoglu                 “Zerkalo” Newspaper

103. Metin Jasaroglu                  “Zerkalo”Newspaper

