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The Ministry Of Justice Encourages Extortion In Prisons


According to information provided by Yadulla Musayev, the brother of Gadir Musayev who is kept at a Correctional Labor Colony #1 as a political prisoner, the latter halted a hunger strike at 9 am, January 17 that began on January 12th. Gadir Musayev undertook this desperate protest action because of the physical abuses organized against him by the management of the Correctional Labor Colony #1.

The Ministry of Justice rejects the facts of physically abusing political prisoners in the press. In the meantime, the Ministry of Justice ignores the numerous appeals of prisoners' relatives about the violation of rights of prisoners. On December 14, 2007, Yadulla Musayev sent a telegram to the Ministry of Justice in which he noted that cases of prisoners' deaths have occurred. According to Y.Musayev, three prisoners passed away under unknown circumstances at the Correctional Labor Colony N1 over a period of only a few months. He requested an investigation at Correctional Labor Colony N1. He wrote that his brother feared for his life. No responses were received from the Ministry of Justice, however abuse against Gadir Musayev increased and on January 8 Yadulla Musayev sent a new telegram. The Ministry's employee Safarov signed for the telegram at the Ministry of Justice on January 8 at 4.45 pm. Yadulla Musayev, who feared for the life of his brother because of the hunger strike, has concretely pointed out in the second telegram the name of Khaledin Asadov, the head of the operational department of the Correctional Labor Colony N1, who constantly extorted money from prisoners. Gadir Musayev, who could not himself afford to pay Khaledin Asadov, has undergone beatings by a special group of criminals sent by Asadov for frightening those who can not pay.

Yadulla Musayev writes in his second telegram to Fikret Mammadov, the Minister of Justice, that his brother Gadir Musayev is the veteran of the Karabakh War and was wounded twice while defending his homeland from the Armenian aggressors. Y.Musayev has reported to the Minister that Gadir Musayev has two little kids and, while Gadir is detained in prison, his brother must take care of both his children and Gadir's by himself. Therefore, the latter has no means for paying the extorter - the head of the operational department. It should be noted that no responses have been received from the Ministry of Justice due to this second telegram (full of despair, fear for his brother's life who risked his life for his home country and now is beaten by criminals in prison).
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