Republican Party Leaves Opposition Union Ahead Of Parliamentary Election

Mze TV, February 29, 2008

[Presenter] The [opposition Georgian] Republican Party will participate in the [coming] parliamentary election with separate list. The party leader has said that the Republican Party will win more votes participating in the proportional election independently rather than as an entity within the [opposition's United] National Council, [of which it has-been part up to now]. The opposition will not have a common list, but the Republican Party is ready to work with the opposition in an enlarged consultation council. [Republican Party prominent member] Levan Berdzenishvili said that parliamentary elections are a struggle between parties and the Republicans will not deprive voters of this right.

[Republican Party Chairman Davit Usupashvili] The Republican Party has decided to participate independently in the coming parliamentary election. In conditions of the proportional electoral system, the opposition will win more seats with its wide front than with a common list. The Republican Party, which will be participating in the parliamentary election independently, will make a major contribution to this common cause. We are ready to fulfill this role in a worthy manner.

[Republican Party prominent member Davit Berdzenishvili] We have calculated well and become convinced that the opposition will win more seats if it is represented by several entities than with one list of the National Council, particularly as there is the Labour party and the rightist opposition [the Industrialists and New Right parties, whichare not part of the National Council].

[Republican Party prominent member Davit Zurabishvili] If the Republican Party, which does not face the problem ofclearing the electoral barrier, participates as a separate wing, the opposition in general will have a better chance to win more seats. I really think this is true. Second, it is also very important that this parliamentary election does not imply only our desire to get rid of these authorities.

[Levan Berdzenishvili] Parliamentary elections are a struggle between parties throughout the world. We cannot deprive Georgia of this tradition. I would not deprive the Georgian people of the joy not to elect, for example, the Republican Party. Someone would probably say that they do not want to vote for the National Council, because Levan Berdzenishvili is there, and they will be able to make a free choice. The same is true of our supporters. If anyone had such problems, we have eliminated them. If all political forces play a correct political game, the incumbent authorities will find themselves in a minority in an attack with a wide front.

