Government of Mongolia commits to cooperation with Mongolian Civil Society Organisations
The Mongolian Civil Society Council, which promotes the common goals of civil society organizations in Mongolia, signed a Cooperation Agreement with the Government of Mongolia on March 26, 2008.
The Agreement, the first of its kind in Mongolia, officially recognizes the Civil Society Council’s role as the liaison unit between the government and civil society organizations. It also defines several priority areas for co-operation between the Government and the Council. These include monitoring of the state budget by the Council, provision of government contracts and funding for services delivered by CSOs, development of a Concept paper for civil society development, inclusion of Council members on government decision making bodies, and improvement of the legal and financial frameworks for CSOs.  
Members of the Council see the agreement as a breakthrough in relations between the Government and the civil society sector. Undral Gombodorj, Director of the Democracy Education Center (DEMO), and Government liaison Coordinator for the Council said “This is an historic moment. It is the first time that the government has expressed a willingness to co-operate with civil society in Mongolia. It is recognition that CSOs play a vital role in the country’s development, providing much needed services which are beyond the scope of the state. It is also an important step in making the government more open and democratic. Mongolia is a very politicized country. The government is not accountable to its citizens, and the citizens are not satisfied with the government services, with frequent accusations of corruption. But as a result of this Agreement the Council will be monitoring the expenditure of the Ministry of Social Welfare and Ulaanbaatar city council, for example, and we will be able to make sure that the money is being spent where it is most needed.” 
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