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February 25, 2010

Dear President…

In January, a delegation of union members from the Washington, DC area visited the “official” trade unions of Cuba, the Confederation of Cuban Workers (CTC), but refused to meet with independent trade unionists there who have been fighting for their right to form and join their own unions, independent of the state or Communist Party—a right supposedly guaranteed under the ILO conventions to which Cuba is signatory.  On its return to the US the delegation issued a statement singing the glories of the Castro regime and noting fatuously --“we have more things in common than those that divide us”.  A news article about their trip was featured on the daily blog of the DC Central Labor Council under a display of American and Cuban flags.
The independent unionists of Cuba have now written to the leaders of the delegation protesting their refusal to meet and suggesting that the delegates: ”come to see the true Cuba where we suffer and truly deserve the solidarity of the well respected and admired US labor movement”. 
The letter continued, “We ask ourselves the following: What can the CTC have in common with the US labor movement? Would the US labor movement accept to be an extension of the government or political parties to discipline and repress workers? Would you accept if Sweeney in the past or now Trumka were appointed by George W. Bush or Barack Obama?  We are sure the answer is no.” (Full text is attached.)

One of the signers of the letter, Carmelo Díaz Fernández, was arrested in 2003 along with a dozen members on the executive boards of the independent unions, was jailed for several years and then released for medical reasons, but is still under the threat of returning to prison to finish the 26-year sentence for his union activities. 

Complaints to the ILO filed by the ICFTU (now ITUC) in 2003 calling for the release of these prisoners and to end the harassment of independent trade unionists, have been reviewed annually by the ILO without any further action to condemn the Cuban government or obtain the prisoners’ release. 

We hope you will support our campaign for action in the ILO and for the release of the trade unionist prisoners and all the other democracy activists who have been suffering in Cuban jails since 2003.

In solidarity, 

Thomas R. Donahue, CFTU Chair
AFL-CIO President Emeritus
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