Solidarity with Guillermo “Coco” Farinas

Protest for Political Prisoners in Cuba
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On February 26 Guillermo “Coco” Farinas, a former political prisoner, started a hunger strike in his own house in Santa Clara. He is protesting against the death of a dissident Orlando Zapata Tamayo and demanding the release of all 26 other political prisoners needing medical treatment. Zapata Tamayo died on February 23 after 83 days of a hunger strike protesting conditions for prisoners of conscience being denied medical care. 

(For more information see:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orlando_Zapata
http://www.desdecuba.com/generationy/?p=1574 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guillermo_Fari%C3%B1as)

On March 3, 2010, after seven days of hunger strike, Farinas lost consciousness and  was taken to a hospital in Santa Clara. Despite the risk to his life, he refused to end the strike. He was released home, continued the fast, and on March 11 was taken to the hospital again, where he is staying until now in intensive care. He said he would not stop the strike until all 26 prisoners are freed. He is ready to die. 

Together with Farinas four imprisoned dissidents Nelson Moliné Espino, Diosdado González Marrero, Eduardo Díaz Fleita y Lemay Díaz Pantaleón have also started  hunger strikes.

IDEE is appealing to individuals and organizations around the world to organize actions of solidarity in support for Guillermo Farinas and political prisoners in Cuba. It is important for democratic activists in Cuba to know that people in other countries condemn the regime’s treatment of political prisoners and express their solidarity with “Coco” and all dissidents who are not afraid to protest or disobey, even knowing that it could lead to death. 

Solidarity actions have been organized already in many places around the world and letters of protest sent by the European Union, national parliaments, and international human rights organizations. IDEE’s appeal to its network of Centers for Pluralism in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union has resulted in a number of actions.  Activists from Romania organized local public meetings in Timisoara, Bucharest, Cluj, and debates with university students.  On 29 March 2010, a film report made last year in Cuba by Fidesz will be presented to the students and debated after.
Belarus: The Human Rights Center Viasna sent a letter of protest to the Cuban Embassy in Minsk and posted it at: http://www.spring96.org/be/news/32363/ and http://www.spring96.org/ru/news/32384/.

Young political activist Franak Viacorka also posted an Appeal in support of Guillermo Farinas in Belarusian, Russian, and English languages on different Internet portals:

http://www.facebook.com/reqs.php#!/event.php?eid=363818533934&ref=mf 

http://franak.livejournal.com/214618.html?mode=reply  

http://community.livejournal.com/by_politics/2073267.html 
http://zmagarka.livejournal.com/892350.html  

Russia: Human rights activist and journalist Aleksandr Podrabinek (Russia) gave interview at:http://www.svobodanews.ru/content/article/1990134.html.

Poland: An initiative was made for a resolution of parliament and appeals have been signed by dozens of activists. 

We encourage different actions — pickets or demonstrations at Cuban embassies, newspaper articles, or letters of support from different political and public figures in your countries (see sample letter of support).  Please send materials of actions and pickets to IDEE or send them directly to Cuba if you have such possibility, always with bcc copies to IDEE.

Sample Appeal in Support of Cuban Hunger Striker Guillermo Farinas

We, the undersigned, protest the Cuban government’s treatment of political prisoners and its repression of democratic activists who express support for fundamental human rights as guaranteed in international law.

We especially protest the terrible conditions of imprisonment in Cuban jails and the denial of medical treatment to sick prisoners of conscience by government authorities. 

We support Guillermo Farinas, a hunger striker whose life is in danger, and his call for the release of 26 ill political prisoners now being denied medical treatment. We further call on the Cuban government to honor its obligations under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which it is signatory, and to treat all prisoners with dignity and to provide all sick prisoners with proper medical care. 

Signed:

______________________

______________________

______________________



______________________

