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Falsifications during Presidential Elections of January 5, 2008 

Caught on Video Eye  

„Video eyes, one of which will be directed towards the ballot-box, and the other – towards the table of registering clerk, issuing bulletins, will enable us provide transparent and democratic elections, which will also fit as additional proofs in the case of legal proceedings”.

Chairman of the Central Electoral Commission Levan Tarkhnishvili  

Extract from the Protocol #45 dated 25.11.2007 of CEC 

Significant budget amounts were spent for procurement and installation of video eye system. Unfortunately, CEC not only didn’t use it for itself, but also did everything not to make video recordings available to others.

The Public Defender’s Office has obtained documentary and video proofs of falsification of Elections of January 5, 2008, which provide full basis for categorical demand of raising the issue of liability of the persons participating in this falsification, as well as the liability of Chairman of CEC. 

It’s absolutely obvious that falsification of such kind became possible only by approval of the Chairman of CEC, and, remarkably, he did his best to prevent from revealing of fraud. Materials examined by us make it clear that Parliamentary Elections can’t be held by the same Chairman, who admitted such falsifications. 

We speak about this issue with such delay because the Chairman of CEC did his best not to supply the relevant materials to us. 

On January 15 we applied to Levan Tarkhnishvili with request to supply all video recordings of Elections of January 5, where video eye was installed. 

On January 21 he answered that it’s impossible to copy video recordings, which are the only means of establishment of proofs and they could be viewed only at CEC. But the possibility of viewing recordings in CEC wasn’t provided for a long time. 

Afterwards we met with the representatives of the company, from which the mentioned equipment was purchased and found out that copying of material wasn’t a problem. 

On March 5 we applied to the Chairman of CEC with another letter and concretely explained that he had purchased all the relevant equipment, by means of which easy copying was possible, though it was impossible that Levan Tarkhnishvili wasn’t aware of it even without us. 

Only after two months, after intentional delay, when all excuses for refusal were exhausted, on March 10, 2008 the Chairman of CEC answered us that he would provide materials requested by us during a week. And, in spite of formal agreement, during the process of copying, every day they intentionally created various obstacles to interfere with copying the materials.   

And after we had copied randomly selected 12 districts and began examining them, they refused to allow us copying other districts due to unclear reasons. Information exists that they are going to erase the remaining recordings. And the materials existing at our disposal, demonstrate that this issue should be examined in full and in details.  

We counted the number of visitors of the district from opening to closing, compared with summary protocols, fixed other infringements and it should be said that the situation is alarming. It should also be considered that we had dealt with 12 randomly selected districts, where everybody knew that video eye was installed. It could only gravely be suppose was happening in the districts where video eye wasn’t installed.

Only the facts: 

22 – 7th district of Marneuli Electoral Region – member of commission Givi Kviparoidze votes twice (17.59 and 18.11) and makes one more attempt, but they take away the bulletin from him and throw into the fire. 

According to the summary protocol of this district, 545 electors participated in elections; and video eye caught only 487. The difference made 58 excessive votes. Besides a lot of procedural infringements were recorded in the districts, which form the basis for declaring the district null and void according to legislation. 

23 – 1st district of Bolnisi Electoral Region – Deputy Chairman of the Commission Lia Menabdishvili votes twice (at 18.22 and 19.24), once – by red envelope, destined for electors voting on the basis of additional lists. According to summary protocol, 813 electors had come, and video eye caught 765 electors. Difference made 48 excessive votes.  

In the recording it’s clearly seen that police was present at the district during the whole day. Control sheet was dropped after several electors had voted. Electors made choice without entering the cabin, which infringed the privacy of voting. 

It should be mentioned that the same Lia Menabdishvili, who committed action punishable by the Criminal Code, was nominated by CEC as the member of Regional Commission, i.e. she was promoted. 

23 – The Chairman of the 3rd District of Bolnisi Electoral Region Victor Isiani took bulletins at 19.08, circled, stamped, put and handed to the observer, who put them into envelopes and dropped directly into the ballot-box. The same Victor Isiani, 13 minutes later, at 19.21 took bulletins, stamped them, then quietly passed them to a person in the district, who put them into his pocket and went out. This is a well-known method for the so-called roundabouts. According to the protocol, 676 electors visited the district, whilst video eye caught 659. Difference made 18 excessive votes.    

If we believe to summary protocol of the 17th district of Gori Electoral Region, 1857 visitors came to vote and 1518 of them voted for Saakashvili, whilst video eye during the whole day fixed only 519 (!!!) electors. In our opinion, it requires no comments. Difference made 1338 excessive votes. 

32 – According to summary protocol of the 2nd district of Gori Electoral Region, 1073 electors came for voting. Video eye caught only 518 visitors. Difference made 555 excessive votes. 

32 – According to summary protocol of the 22nd district of Gori Electoral Region, 764 electors came for voting. Video eye caught only 658 visitors. Difference made 106 excessive votes. 

67 - According to summary protocol of the 2nd district of Zugdidi Electoral Region, 851 electors came for voting; actually, video eye fixed only 457 visitors. Difference made 394 excessive votes. Besides, lady elector voted twice in this district (at 11.50 and 11.55) and both times one and the same registering clerk gave her the bulletins. 

32 – Results of 83 districts of Gori region and 5 electoral districts of 67 regions weren’t examined as video eye in Gori was switched off during 4 hours 20 minutes, and in Zugdidi video eye was turned off at 10.55 and wasn’t turned on any more.  

In two districts in Gori and one district in Bolnisi the video eye data coincided with the number of visitors specified in summary protocol. 

As we can see, in 7 of 12 randomly selected districts video eye fixed serious infringements, in two of them video eye was switched off and only in three of them the result was normal. It’s also clear that in the districts, where excessive votes are fixed, the votes weren’t counted at all and only protocols were manipulated in. 

We consider it categorically necessary to examine the remaining districts, were video eye was installed, on the one hand, to more clearly reveal the level of falsification, and, on the other hand, to punish the persons who directly or indirectly participated in falsification and remove them from election process.  
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